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 Blood is a vital part of the body's proper functioning. It performs several 
critical actions. I want to focus on three particular roles that blood fills. First, blood 
serves to clean the body. As the blood courses through every part of the body, it 
collects the waste byproducts of the cells and carries the waste to the organs that 
dispose of them. (For in-depth discussion of the cleansing work of the blood, I 
recommend Fearfully and Wonderfully Made, by Paul Brand and Philip Yancey.) 
The blood also provides a protective shield. White blood cells work to attack and 
neutralize foreign agents that might cause harm to the body, while platelets 
gather around open wounds and clot together to try and block the breach. In 
addition, the blood essentially delivers life to the cells of the body. Red blood 
cells carry the life-giving, life-sustaining oxygen the body needs to keep going. 

When diseases or conditions diminish the proper functioning of the blood, 
serious problems arise. When the red blood cells become inefficient in the 
delivery of oxygen, anemia results, producing weakness and vulnerability. When 
the white blood cells are not produced in sufficient amounts, the body becomes 
vulnerable to infection and cannot effectively fight off disease. And when the 
blood ceases to cleanse the cells, toxic waste byproducts build up and create 
unhealthy conditions. 

Now, imagine that society is like a body. In a sense, Christians are meant to 
function like the blood of that body. We should be circulating through society, 
carrying out the roles of blood: being a cleansing agent, being a protective and 
healing agent, and being delivery agents of life. 

So what happens if the Church (collectively) becomes unable to perform those 
functions because of disease (immorality and sinfulness) or conditions (apathy, 
coldness of heart, etc.)? Will not the body (society) suffer as a result? 

Could this be the real reason that society seems to be deteriorating so rapidly, 
that the moral climate of our age is so corrupted? If the "blood" is not being a 
cleansing, purifying agent, will not the "body" become more and more impure and 
corrupt? If the "blood" is not providing the protective and healing presence of 
righteousness, will not the "body" become more and more vulnerable to evil 
influence, and more firmly positioned as the object of God's wrath? And if the 
"blood" is not delivering the message of life, will not the "body" become weaker 
and weaker, even unto death? 

This is why 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV) reads the way it does: If my people, who 
are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 
and will heal their land. 

It is the condition of God's people that determines God's attitude toward the 
nation. It is God's people that are called to repentance, to prayer, to holiness. 
Only when God's people are in the right condition that will they be the truly 
positive influence on society that they are called to be. 

May we who call ourselves God's people recognize the need for repentance 
and holiness, so that God will be glorified in us, and so that our society will be 
blessed and served by our presence.  

David Tuten 
Cleveland, TN 
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 Bible Curriculum  
1/27 Rom 4  1/30 Family 101 
2/3 Rom 5  2/6 Family 101 
2/10 Rom 6  2/13 Family 101 
2/17 Rom 7  2/20 Family 101 
2/24 Rom 8  2/27 Family 101 
 

 Looking Ahead  
1/27 Picture Order Deadline 
2/3 Deadline for Matching Gift to Crop Program  
2/4 Roller Skating 6-9 
2/4 Sweet Monday 
2/9 Valentine Gala 6-9 
2/10 Deacons meeting 
2/15-16 Marriage Getaway 
2/15-17 Winterfest 
3/3 Friend Day at Sunshine 
3/10 Time Change 
3/31 Easter 
4/7-28 Home Groups 
6/15-21 Strawberry Point Camp Trip 
6/24-28 VBS at Sunshine 
         
Winterfest  Information  
It’s time for Winterfest again.  Date is 2/15-17.  Flyers 
are laid out on the table in the foyer.  Registration is 
available on the church’s website. 
 

 Matching Gift from John Deere  
Our Sunshine farmers have been contacted by John 
Deere, Inc., (the national manufacturing company) 
and they have offered to match every dollar produced 
in the crop program ( for 2012 = $5000) so that the 
amount our Sunshine farmers send will be doubled.  
Furthermore, the John Deere company has also 
agreed to match what others add to the amount of 
the soybean sale.  Between now and February 3 any 
money which we add to the total will be matched by 
John Deere.  Checks can be made out to the church 
(put in labeled envelope or write in memo section) 
and will be transferred to the Crop Program to boost 
the total for 2012.  This year’s help will go to help 
educate and financially underwrite farmers in Haiti.  

 Valentine Gala  
The Father-Daughter Valentine Gala will be held 
Saturday, February 9, at the MHS gym.  Doors open 
at 6 pm, with the Grand March starting at 7 pm.  
Tickets are $5/person and are available at the 
Pharmacy in Minford as well as other locations to be 
mentioned later.  Sheets are laid out on the table in 
the foyer to sign up to help with either set up or 
clean up or cookies.   

For our nation as we are going through troubled 
times  
For our national leaders and world leaders  as they 
lead their respective nations. 
For our troops  in Afghanistan, Bosnia, Korea, Iraq, 
Liberia, Haiti and other places. 
For the innocent  who are suffering in the midst of war.  
For the “people in the box”-- the lost in  our families 
and community.  
For those who are being martyred and persecuted 
for Christ in our own time 
For marriage to stand  in our laws as God ordained it. 
For the church in Siliguri and Naresh Chhetri and 
Ashok Basfor  
For the churches in Honduras and Haiti who 
partner with us in the gospel  
Boston Schwamberger  (3 yr old son of Ashley 
Bennett Schwamberger) has been diagnosed with a 
brain tumor.  Radiation treatment in progress.   Prayers 
for child and family requested. 
Gavin Rupp  (13 year old nephew of Don & JoAnn 
Miller) has resumed radiation and chemotherapy while 
waiting for admittance to special program at Baylor 
University. 
Ashley Hayward Parker  continues on bed rest due to 
premature contractions.  She is at 31weeks.  
Terry Sullivan  had a double-bypass heart surgery at 
KDMC last week.  He came home Tuesday and is 
doing well. 
Allen Barber  (known to many here) had his eye 
removed recently to prevent the spread of cancer.   
Hope Barber  (Allen Barber’s daughter) battling ovarian 
cancer.  Address for both Allen and Hope is on the 
board in the foyer. 
Joe Waske  (father of Owen Waske, son in law to Dale 
& Barb Gampp) heart attack and then 2 stents placed 
in Tampa hospital. 
Sean Berry and his family  while he is in Haiti.  He left 
Friday and will be back on Saturday. 
Rylen Queen  (6 weeks old son of friends to Evan & 
Leslie Allison) in Cabell Huntington with RSV and 
pneumonia—some improvement through the week. 
Chris Blume  (Jo Ann Miller’s nephew) was readmitted 
to the SOMC last week.  
Chuck Jarvis  is home recuperating from a very serious 
back surgery.  He must heal for 3 months before any 
rehab is started. 
Vivian Woodworth scheduled for hip surgery in 
Searcy, AK on January 31. 
 

Sympathy Extended  
To the family of Rob Vonderhaar (brother-in-law to 
Aaron and Shaun McCray) who passed this week.  
Memorial service in Cincinnati on February 3.  



 Helping Hands Needed  
As you may know, Linda Holbrook Bender  has 
multiple sclerosis and is in a wheelchair. She has 
also recently lost her husband. Her daughter, Sarah, 
works and goes to school. We are looking for caring 
people that would like to volunteer some of their time 
to give Linda a helping hand with household duties, 
food, and just some fellowship for her. If interested, 
please see Becky Miller: 820-4412(home) 935-4412 
(cell). 
 

 Sew You Care  
Sew-You-Care Quilts for China will be starting up 
again. We will be meeting on Mondays 9 am to 2pm 
at the church to sew, making quilts to take to the 
orphans in China. Everyone welcome to participate. 
You need not be able to sew. There are non-sewing 
tasks to be done (cutting squares, snipping seams, 
etc) Thank you. See Karren Griffith for details.  

 In the News  
Lane Raiser , a professor of art at Shawnee State 
University and a member here at Sunshine, was 
featured in an article in the Portsmouth Daily Times 
on January 13, 2013. Lane recently won two awards 
for his most recent watercolor painting “Seed of 
Faith,” Best of Show in the 2012 Midwest National 
Abstract Art Exhibition in Indianapolis and Second 
Best of Show  in another national competition in 
Wichita, Kansas. Congratulations to Lane for 
excelling in his work and thus bringing glory to the 
Father.  
  
 Youth News  
• Jr. Youth Group Devo:  There will be a Jr. Youth 

Group devo on Friday, February 1st, from 6-8 at 
Alex Cram's house. For information please see 
Tim.  For directions see Matt or Kendra Cram.   

• Memorial for Rob Vonderhaar:  The youth 
group is invited to travel on Feb 3rd, in the 
church van, to attend the memorial for Rob 
Vonderhaar. Rob was the father of Cassidy 
Vonderhaar, a friend of many in the youth group. 
We will leave right after morning services and 
should return just before or during evening 
services. If you plan to attend please sign up in 
the foyer.  

 Centennial Pictures Deadline  
Check the foyer for The Big Picture that was made at 
the Centennial.  You can order a copy of the  large 
11x14 for $4 and or the smaller 8x10 for $2. If you 
want to order a copy of the picture, write your name 
on the list provided, indicate which picture, large or 
small and put your money or check (made out to 
church) in the box provided. Feel free to make change 
out of the box.  Deadline for ordering is today after 
evening services.    
 

 January Sign Up Month  
January is sign up month for our members to reserve 
the use of the Sunshine church building for 2013.  In 
February we open the reservation process to the rest 
of the community. If you anticipate needing the 
building for anything throughout the year, give Delores 
Gampp the dates now, before someone in the 
community asks for it. Wednesday is the Deadline.  
 

 Friend Day Coming  
The first Sunday in March (3/3) we are planning for a 
big Friend Day here at Sunshine.  We don’t do this 
very often, but when we do we want to do it right.  
Please start praying now about this day and about the 
friend or friends that you would like to have sitting 
beside you on Friend Day. More details will be coming 
as we approach the date.  
 

 Disaster Relief Effort  
We have a received a 2012 financial report from the 
Disaster Relief Effort Ministry located in Nashville.  
The report details all of the places where the ministry 
sent relief for the year.  Sunshine has been supporting 
this ministry on a monthly basis since 1997 when the 
Disaster Relief Effort came to our aid in the Flood of 
1997.  Check the bulletin board for the report.  
   

West Virginia Marriage Getaway  
The church in Belle, WV is hosting a marriage 
getaway for couples in the Tri-state area on February 
15-16.  This getaway is designed to provide fellowship 
with other Christian couples, “alone” time for each 
couple and sessions of refreshing and enrichment 
from the Word of God.  Information is posted on the 
bulletin board and is also available through the 
church’s website:  www.bellecoc.org. 
 

 February Sweet Monday  
February Sweet Monday-Feb. 4 at 7:30 featuring a 
demonstration on candle making from Joan Coriell! 
Please plan to attend. 
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Bible Study - 6:30 p.m 
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may contact us at the telephone number 
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Many of our members also keep in  
contact via Facebook. Ask about joining  
one of our church related groups there. 
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